ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  OF  TURKEY 


Bulletin  No  12 
March  1975 


Bulletin  Kditors 

M.  C.  Harrison 
and 

fi.F.  Porter 


editorial  address 

c/o  HSPB 
‘JChe  Lodge 

Sandy  Bedfordshire 
England 


SDITQHIAL 


A new  Society  - Bogal  Hayati  Koruma  Bemegi 


It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  announce  the  start  of  an  important  new 
society.  The  following  extract  is  from  their  first  Bulletin  dated 
March  1975s 

"On  March  4i  1975»  thirteen  founding  members  established  in  Turkey  Dogal 
Hayati  Koruma  Dernegi  - The  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Wildlife  - and 
new  members  are  now  being  received,  as  its  first  project  the  society 
has  selected  the  preservation  of  the  endangered  last  nesting  colony  of  the 
Bald  Ibis  Oerontious  eremita  and  joins  with  other  concerned  groups,  the 
W,W,P,  and  the  Turkish  National  Park  Department,  who  have  been  generously 
helping  in  this  endeavoiir. 

After  a successful  display  in  Istanbul  (100,000  visitors  in  JO  days)  a 
Bald  Ibis  exhibit  of  photographs,  paintings  and  graphics  was  brought  to 
two  southern  Turkish  towns  for  further  exhibit  by  Belkis  and  Salih  Acar, 

Sait  Sermet,  and  Tansu  Gurpinar,  founding  members  of  the  society.  The 
exhibit  was  prepared  by  the  Aoars  with  the  help  of  Redhouse  Press, 

At  the  close  of  a four-day  stay  in  Tarsus  at  the  American  College  there, 
the  extiibit  opened  in  Birecik,  the  last  nesting  place  of  the  Bald  Ibis,  on 
February  17,  where  it  formed  the  centrepiece  of  the  Bald  Ibis  Festival  that 
has  been  revived  in  the  town  since  1972. 

Celebrated  eaoh  year  on  the  day  of  tlie  birds'  first  return  to  their  Bireoik 
nesting  site,  the  Festival  took  place  this  year  on  February  20,  and  was 
celebrated  with  pajrades  and  speeches  emphasising  tne  value  and  importance 
of  the  endaingered  bird  to  Birecik,  Turkey  and  the  world.  Talks,  accompanied 
by  slide  projections,  were  given  in  Birecik  schools  and  cinemas  by  Society 
members,  and  attendance  and  enthusiasm  were  great. 
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H»lpipg  th«  03T 

We  would  be  very  pleased  to  hear  from  anyone  who  would  be  prepared  to 
help  In  the  running  of  the  O.S.T.  in  any  way.  Anyone  Interested  is 
asked  to  write  to  the  Secretary,  c/o  fiSFB,  The  Lodge,  Sandy,  Bede,  iikigland. 


AJJ  AUlDMlf  MY  aT  BIRiiX;iK  by  Carl-Axel  Bauer 

The  following  account  by  C - A Bauer  describes  one  day  - 29  September  73 
that  he  and  a party  of  Swedish  Ornithologists  spent  at  Bireoik  : 

In  the  early  morning  we  witnessed  a migration  of  some  Honey  Buzzards 
Pemis  aplvorus,  one  Common  Buzzard  Buteo  buteo  and  a few  Marsh  Harriers 
Circus  aeruglnosus  over  the  vast  undulating  plains  west  of  Bireoik.  All 
of  these  birds  were  heading  SW-W,  which  was  very  interesting  to  see  since 
only  some  60  miles  further  west,  at  Pevsipasa,  we  had  witnessed  a large 
migration  of  raptors,  all  of  them  heading  S£-S.  Apparently,  the  birds 
migrating  over  Birecik  belonged  entirely  to  another  population,  undoubtedly 
with  a much  more  easterly  origin. 

About  a dozen  handsome  Gream-colo\ired  Coxirsers  Cursorivis  cursor  were 
discovered  in  the  fields,  where  also  a Lesser  Kestrel  Faloo  naumannl 
and  a few  Long-legged  Buzzards  Buteo  rufinus  were  resident. 


At  Bireoik  the  Bald  Ibises  Ceronticue  eremlta  had  long  since  left  the 
nesting  places,  but  it  was  nevertheless  interesting  to  inspect  the  newly 
made  artificial  nesting  shelves. 

A walk  along  the  Buphrates  proved  to  be  rewarding:  5 Pied  Kingfishers 

Ceryle  rudie  were  fishing  in  the  river  and  on  the  shores  a small  number 
of  waders,  a few  Little  Jdgrets  iskretta  garzetta  and  a White  Stork 
Cioonla  cioonia  were  feeding.  Of  the  11  different  waders  found,  2 Marsh 
Sandpipers  Tringa  stagnatilis  were  the  most  notable,  a Little  Swift 
Apus  affinis  with  its  somewhat  bat-like  flight,  was  suddenly  discovered, 
and  luckily  it  passed  close  to  us  showing  its  white  rump  and  square-cut 
tail.  iiulto  a few  Passerines  such  as  Short-toed  and  Lesser  Short-toed 
Larks  Calandrella  cinerea  and  C,  rufescens  and  Desert  Finches 
Hhodcpechys  obsoleta  continuously  came  a own  to  the  river  to  drink, 

Aa  we  were  walking  back  along  the  river  the  sun  was  setting,  painting 
the  rooky  east  side  of  the  river  in  beautiful  coloxirs.  In  an  open  grove 
by  the  river  we  noticed  some  small  birds  just  about  to  enter  their  ball- 
shaped nests.  Thou^  it  was  getting  dusk  it  was  still  possible  to  see 

the  rnsLle's  grey  head  and  the  yellow  spot  on  the  black  throat,  confirming 
that  these  birds  were  Dead  Sea  Sparrows  Passer  moabiticus. 
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BULGAfllM  OBSiiiRYATIOIjS 

We  are  pleased -to  learn  of  a group  being  formed  in  Jiast  Germany  to 
oo-ordinate  and  publish  ornithological  records  from  Bulgaria  The 
following  request  was  received  from  Norbet  Jun#  and  Detlef  B^bel  of 
Berlin  • 


BULGaHIAN  ORSh^BVaTIuNS  B£sj,U£STJia) 


In  the  Balkans  we  find  one  of  the  most  striking  faunal  boundaries  in 
fiurope.  Bird  species  of  different  faunal  types  meet  here,  probably 
on  account  of  the  interweaving  of  a great  diversity  of  climatic  and 
geographic  oonditions. 


One  might  point  to  Pied  Wheatear,  Short- toed  Lark  and  Buddy  Shelduok  as 
Turkestanian  elements,  Nightingale,  Hobin  and  Bed  Kite  as  European.  Black- 
eared  Wheatear,  Olive-tree  Warbler,  Cetti's  Warbler,  Calandra  Lark! 
Blaok-headed  Bunting  and  Js^rptian  Vulture  as  Mediterranean  and  Levant 
bparrowhawk  and  Short-toed  Sagle  as  Indo-Afrioan  elements.  As  a refuge 
in  the  Ice  Age  the  region  was  the  centre  of  development  for  a number  of 
speoies,  and  post-glacial  movements  contributed  fxirther  to  the  present- 
day  striking  diversity  of  species. 


For  these  reasons  research  into  the  avifauna  of  Bulgaria  deserves  special 
^irst  and  only  compilation  was  the  Avifauna  of  Pateff 
U950;,  The  relatively  few  Bulgarian  ornithologists  are  now  working  on  a 
new  Avifaiuaa,  which  is  not  likely  to  be  published  for  a few  years  yet. 

Support  for  this  work  in  the  manner  suggested  below  is  very  much  welcomed 
by  the  Bulgaarians, 


Maueraberger  (1964)  and  Bobel,  Konigstedt  & Muller  (1972)  have  pointed  out 
some  pps  in  our  knowledge  of  the  avifauna.  As  the  number  of  bird-watchers 

from  i^st  Germany  taking  holidays  in  Bulgaria  has  increased  in  recent  years 
on  account  of  more  favourable  travel  oonditions,  it  is  natural  that  one  should 
try  to  oo-ordinate  their  observations.  It  is  a pity  that  nearly  all  the 

"rewarding”  areas  (Black  Seat  coast, 

Bila,  Pirin  and  Bhodopes  mountains)  and  the  importance  of  some  of  the  less 
spectacular  observations  has  not  been  appreciated  (e.g.  all  records  of 
Yellowhammer  and  loterine  Warbler  in  the  breeding  season  are  of  interest). 

The  formation  of  a group  has  therefore  been  suggested,  and  all  those  who 
might  make  observations  in  Bulgaria  are  invited  to  offer  it  support. 

The  main  objectives  are  :- 

1.  To  make  an  effective  contribution  to  a new  Avifauna  of 
Bulgaria,  by  encouraging  the  better  utilisation  of 
holiday  trips, 

2.  To  maintain  close  contact  with  Bxilgarian  ornithologists, 

3.  To  support  nature  conservation  in  Bulgaria, 
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Spring  and  Summer. 

In  mid-Maroh  a ninnber  of  useful  observations  were  made,  but  probably 
the  most  interesting  was  of  a Goosander  Mergus  merganser  on  the 
11  March  20km  east  of  Horasan  (JSastem  Anatolia);  eui  area  near  which 
breeding  has  been  suspected  in  the  past,  Finsch's  Wheatears  Penan the 
finschii  were  taking  up  territories  in  the  Aras  Valley  and  neighbouring 
areas.  In  April  a Slack  Woodpecker  Sryocopua  martius  was  found  in  the 
conlferoiis  zone  at  Uludag.  Q^is  species  now  appears  g.\iite  regularly 
in  this  area.  The  only  Bose-coloured  Starlings  Sturnus  roseus  were  10 
in  late  July  in  the  3f000  metre  peaks  near  Van.  We  know  so  little  about 
the  distribution  of  this  bird  in  Turkey. 

The  late  smomer  produced  a number  of  eztreaely  valuable  observations; 
Lammergeier  Gypaetus  barbatus.  iiagle  Owl  Bubo  bubo.  Bluethroat 
Lusolnia  sveoloa.  Ring  Ouzel  Turdus  torq\iatus  in  the  Pontios;  Desert 
Finches  Hhodopeohys  obsoleta  at  the  Seyhan  Reservoir;  Great  Book  Nuthatch 
Sitta  tephronota.  Dead  Sea  Sparrow  Passer  moabitiotua  and  Cinereous 
Bunting  flnberiza  oineraoea  in  the  Malatya  region. 


The  Authnn 


In  late  Aiigust  euid  September  Kulu  Golu  produced  over  ^00  Whiteheaded  Ducks 
Oxyura  leuoooephala.  whilst  at  Hotamis  3 White-tailed  Plovers  Vanellus 
leucmrus  were  seen, 

OxahsB  Rasy  and  M.  T.  Barnes  who  visited  Hotamls/Batakllk  in  October  noted 
the  drainage  in  this  region  with  alarm  "the  fish  were  beiisg  netted  and 

moved  elsewhere  due  to  pending  drainage ....the  villagers  were  hand 

drilling  wheat  riglit  up  to  the  waters  edge  on  mud  that  hadn't  felt  the  svuas 
rays  in  their  life  time.  Obviously  they  were  confident  that  the  water 
level  would  not  rise  this  winter".  During  their  visit  to  Hotamis  a large 
number  of  waders  were  seen  inoluding  2,000  Ruff  Phllomaohus  puanar 
2,000  Spotted  Redshank  Trlnga  erv thro pus.  1,200  Blaok- tailed  Oodwits 
Limosa  limosa.  133  Marsh  Sandpipers  Trlnga  stagnatills  and  730  ivooets 
Heou^irostra  avosetta. 

Othsr  Autumn  reoords  included  a probable  Purple  Galllnule  Porphyrio 
porphyrlo  on  a river  near  Alanya  and  a White-baoked  Woodpeoker  Dendropopos 
leuootos  nearby.  An  Arotlo  Skua  Steroorarlus  parasltlous  was  watohed 
of!fth«  Goksu  Delta  in  late  September,  whilst  off  Teklrdag  in  Thraoe  20 
Blaok- thro a ted  Divers  Gavia  arotloa  were  seen  in  Ootober,  Finally,  it  is 
pleasing  to  note  that  reoords  of  Little  Swift  Apub  affinis  are  beoomlng 
more  frequent,  and  in  lata  September  43  were  seen  in  Iskenderun,  Sarlsakl 
and  l<leraln,  Ihe  apparent  spread  of  this  species  would  be  well  worth 
documenting. 


